Editorial THE MORE WE KNOW, THE LESS WE UNDERSTAND Spring 2012
The series of public service announcements, The More You Know, stresses the importance of education and the benefits of involving oneself in the education of themselves, our children, and any of those around us who will possibly listen. It provides excellent advice and Civil War scholars have, for generations, ascribed to this concept, never failing to push new questions about myriad aspects of the Civil War. Sometimes, when we look out from the mountaintop of the Civil War scholarship to date, we realize the extraordinary vastness of this topic and the innumerable directions in which the investigation can continue in the future. As I have suggested previously, the more questions we ask of our historical studies, the more questions we seem to uncover; it seems as if the best studies leave us with more fresh questions than we have answers from the work itself. Fortunately, this trend means that Civil War studies are alive and well. We cannot see even a hint of slowing down on the horizon and our interest in the period and a (perhaps unachievable, yet legitimate) goal of understanding the war and those who lived through the mid-nineteenth century remains vibrant. The featured works from this, the Spring 2012 issue of Civil War Book Review, highlight the success of scholarship to date, and the promise of the future. Michael Taylor, our Special Collections columnist, has provided a very interesting piece that highlights the role of music and written word played as the Civil War generation dealt with the war. Civil War Book Review thanks all of those reviewers, writers, and readers who have contributed to this and all issues. The entire community continues to mean a great deal to the success of this scholarly journal as we seek a better understanding of the Civil War period.
